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on the pavement must needs get there early, if he is to
obtain the best view of the day's historic scenes* And
it is surprising to see how indefatigable some of the pave-
ment front-rankers are*

For example, when King George and Queen Mary
made their royal tour through the City in June, 1911,
the procession was announced to pass the Strand at
about eleven o'clock in the morning* On that occasion
a Chinese friend and I were fortunate enough to secure
two seats in one of the improvised grand stands in a window
of a hatter's establishment* As the police had strict
orders to stop all traffic, pedestrian as well as vehicular,
after a certain hour, we were warned to be up betimes
and get to our seats by eight o'clock at the latest*

Well, we got there in good time when the people on
the pavement were already three or four lines deep*   Look-
ing down from our seats we particularly noticed that among
the front-rankers on the pavement there were a few who
looked rather tired and weary*   We suggested that perhaps
they had been too excited the previous night over the events
of the morrow and so were deaf or insensible to the charms
of Morpheus*   Upon inquiry, however, we were informed
that  our theory, though reasonable enough,  was yet
inaccurate*   The fact was that the tired people had got
there in the early dawn of the morning, and some had
even sat the whole night through, lest by going home they
should return too late to occupy the coveted places of
advantage!   This patience, surely, is worthy of all ad-
miration, when it is remembered that the royal procession
did not actually pass by until about noon time*
Another conspicuous characteristic of a London crowd*